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Report Highlights

The rapid development of 
generative AI technology 
has introduced 
unprecedented security 
threats.

Generative AI
Threats

20232022

58.4%In 2023, API attacks 
accounted for more than 
50% of all attacks, rising 
from 58.4% to 63%.
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Monthly Web Application & API Attacks 2022 vs 2023 

Global Web Application & API Attacks surpass 700 billion in 2023, continuing rapid growth.

Access The Full Report

https://www.cdnetworks.com/reports/state-of-web-application-api-protection-report-2023/
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Application Layer DDoS Attacks by Industry 2023
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Network Layer DDoS Attacks by Industry 2023

DDoS attacks reached 451.545 billion, marking a YoY increase of 26.05%.

451.545 Billion

59%
HTTP Protocol

Violation

Remote File 
Inclusion (RFl)

20%

Third-Party 
Component
Vulnerability

7%

4%
lllegal Download

3% Others

2% Cross-Site Scripting (XSS)

1% SQL Injection

1%
Directory Traversa

File Upload 1%

Command Injection 1%

Distribution of Web Application Attack Methods 2023

Web Application Firewall (WAF) attacks have shown 
a continued slowdown in growth rate. Attackers are 
abandoning low-level attacks, although HTTP protocol 
violations remain prevalent.

41.6 Billion
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Distribution of Bot Attack Methods 2023

Bot attacks increased by 46.63% YoY, with a significant 
decrease in common bot attacks and a surge in 
intelligent bot attacks.

239.3 Billion
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Key Takeaways

Implementing a WAAP Protection Architecture

Automated attack tools and generative AI will become more common, 
requiring enterprises to enhance protection strategies.

API security threats will continue to intensify, making WAAP protection essential.

Stealthy bot attacks render single defenses insufficient, necessitating 
industry-specific adaptive protection.

Protocol vulnerabilities lead to larger DDoS attacks, demanding immediate 
enterprise attention.

Multi-cloud environments are becoming more complex, making collaborative 
protection essential in enterprise security strategies.
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